») Key ldeas
BEFORE, YOU LEARNED NOW YO WiLL LEARN

The Continental Army, their allies, and
the American people brought about an
American victory.

! The expansion of the war forced the
British to spread their military resources
over a wide area.

b Yocabulary

TERMS % MAMES e BACKGRT
Battle of Charles Town British siege of redoubt (reaDO\NT) a small fort
g Charles Town (Charleston), South Carolina, in
" May 1780, in which the Americans suffered
their worst defeat of the war
Lord Corawallis (korneWAHLeihs) British
general whose campaigns in the South led to
his defeat at Yorltown

Battle of Yorkiown final battle of the war,
in which French and American forces led by
George Washington defeated British Generat
Cornwallis

Wispal Vocabulary
: ¥y
redoubt at Yorkiown

) Reading Strategy

Re-create the diagram shown at
right. As you read and respond
to. the ¥EY QU”b TIONS, use the ° British capture British capture

diagram to record important Savannah, 1778. ' Charles Town, 1780.
events in the order in which they

occurred. _
British captivre

See Skillbuilder Handbook, page R5. Georgia.
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One American’s Story

[ames P. Collins, a 16-year-old American, found
himself in the midst of a civil war as the Revo-
lutior: raged in the South. He watched as both
sides cornmitied war crimes. At the Battie of King's
Mountzin, fought on the border of North and
South Carolina in Gctober 1780, he saw Amert-
- can Panriots surround and slaughter about 1,000
American Loyalist militia, led by Major General
Patrick Ferguson. Collins described the scene.

PRIMARY SCOURCE

groans of the wounded wers hieard in every

The Battle of
King's Mountain

direction. | could not help turmning away from
ne hafore me with hotror and, thouch exvlting in victory, could

the scene before me w

not refrain from shedding tears. 3 7

—fzmes B Collins, guoied i The Spirit of Seventy-5ix

James Collins's story demonstrates, fighting in the South was vicious.

he War Moves South
::‘KEY QUESTIOR What happened when the British shifted the war to the South?

el three years of fighting in the North, the British were no closer to victory.
hough they had captured many important Northern coastal cities, they
“'?.__have enough troops to control the countryside.

\ @ British Change Their Strategy In 1778 the British decided to move
We “ﬂ’_a._r to the South. They believed that most Southerners were Loyalists,
#9.would support an invading British army.
. {ligritiSh also expected Southern slaves o escape and join them because
i }Ca afl PTO.mised to grant the slaves freedom. Although thousands of
40 Americans did join the British, not all were set free.
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$avannah and Charles Town Fall [n Decernber 1778, the British captured
the port of Savannah, Georgia. (See Map % on p. 215.) They then conquered
most of Georgia. In 1780, a British army led by General Henry Clinion
landed in South Carolina. They trapped American forces in Charles Town .
(now Charleston), the largest Southern city. The Battle of Charies Town ended
when the city surrendered. The Americans lost almost their entire Southern
army. It was the worst American defeat of the war. '

After that loss, Congress assigned General Horatio Gates—the victor at
Saratoga—to form a new Southern army. Continental soldiers led by Baron
de Kalb formed the army's core. Gates added about 2,000 new and untrained:
militia. He then headed for Camden, South Carolina, to challenge the army
led by the British general Lord Cornwallis. (Cornwallis had assumed control
of British forces after Clinton returned to New York.)

In August 1780, Gates’s army ran into British troops outside Camden,
(See Map i on p. 215.) The Americans were in no condition to fight. They
were out of supplies and half-starved. Even worse, Gates put the inexpe-
rienced militia along part of the frontline instead of behind the veterans.
When the British attacked, the militia panicked and ran. Gates also fled,

in the 18th ceniury, military communications were
painfully slow. Ships from London might take up to
four months to bring orders to British generals,

Mail did not travel much faster within America
itself. British General Cornwallis was frustrated by
the "delay and difficulty of conveying letters” and
"ihe impossibility of waiting for answers.” Not only
were journays long, but bands of Patriots made sure
that British lines of communication were constantly
disrupted.

Today, wars are fought with the help of technoiogy
that provides instant communication. Computers
and satellites relay information quickly between
sea, air, and ground forces. For example, 2 video of
an attack on enemy forces in Afghanistan can be
message to an officer of  sent via satellite to the Florida command center and
the Continental Army. then relayed live to the White House.

A woman gives a

CRITICAL THIMKING A maodern scldier relays

NP
. . B . hattlefield information.
1. Draw Conclusions Which side in the Revolutionary War '

would have suffered mast from stow communications? Why?

2. Evaluaie Whai are the advantages of today's faster communications !
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Gonnect Gevgraply < History

1. Place Where did the British begin their attacks in the South?
but de Kalb remained with his soldiers and 2. identify Problews and Solutisns Why do you think
eceived fatal wounds. This second defeat in Cornwailis headed for the coast afier ihe Batile of Guilfora?
the South ended Cates’s term as head of an

erican spirits fell to a new low.

Guertiils War Although the Americans had been defeated at Camden,
the Byitish were having difficulty contiolling the South. The countryside
was hostile and filled with more rebel sympathizers than Loyalists. Rebel

ritish commanders in the South were discovering what General Burgoyne
ad realized in the North: the countryside was a dangerous place for the
tish army.

mber did not exceed 20 men and boys, some white, some black, and all
anted, but most of them miserably equipped.” Despite their poor equip-
nt, Marion’s men were able to cut the British supply line that led inland

'gs?ec_tacma{. victory at Cowpens. {See Map {3 above.} The victory proved

18l Americans had mastered the formal battle tactics of the British.
Qr“’"\’alliS's main army now pursued Greene up into North Carolina.

' British siiil had the advantage in a full-scale battle due to their greater
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A) CAUSES AND EFFECTS Explain what happened when the British shifted the war
to the South.

Fere to see the interactive map
@ ClassZone.com
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connact Geograpiy & Mistory

‘» 1. Movemeni What routes did American forces take to
reach Yorktown?

2. Synthesize How did the alties take advantage of
geography to defeat the British?

296 Chapter !

firepower. However, the Americans used their knowledge of the landscap
to keep one step ahead of the advancing British. Greene's strategy was 1
let the British wear themselves out. When the Americans did fight, they di
their best to make sure the British suffered heavy losses. In fact, Cornwallis
lost so many men at the Rattle of Guilford Court House that he decided tg-
retreat to Wilmington, on the coast. With his army exhausted, Cornwallis’
had to face a bitter truth: there were more active Patriots than Loyalists In
the South. Britain’s southern strategy had failed.

The End of the War

¥ KEY QUESTIDN How was Cornwallis trapped?

Cornwallis was frustrated by his setbacks in the -
Carolinas. He had come to believe that South-
ern rebels were relying on Virginia for their sup-
plies. So, in 1781, without waiting for orders, he
marched north into Virginia. In August Cornwallis
set up his base at Yorktown, located on a pen-
insula in Chesapeake Bay. From there, his army
could receive supplies by ship from New York. It
was a fatal mistake,

i
forces with Ceneral Jean Rochambeau's Frenc
army in New York and headed south. Ir
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1781, as these armies caime soutli, a Jarge French
fleet arrived from the West Indies and blocked
Chesapeake Bay. {See map at lelt) The French
fleet prevented the British ships from reaching
Vorktown and delivering suppties—and prevented
the British in Yorktown from escaping.

Meanwhile, the Battle of Yorktown had begun.
The British tried to protect themselves by
encircling the town with QuMerous redoubts, or
small forts, These forts were meant to keep the
allies artitlery at a distance from the town. But as
the allies captured British redoubts, they brought
their artiliery closer to the town's defenses. The
American and French caanon bombarded York-
town, turning its buildings to rubble. Cornwalilis
had no way out. On October 19, 1781, he surren-
dered his force of about 8,000.



et

~ Abthough fighting continued in the South and The Surrender of Lord Cornwalis by John Trumbull

on the frontier, Yorktown was the last major battle shows a British officer surrendering to a mounted
of the war. When the British prime minister, Lord American officer, with French troops on the left and
Americans on the right. Unwilling to face public
humikiation, Cornwallis pretended to be ill, sending
General Charles O'Hara o offer his sword to the
French. The French sent O'Hara to General Wash-
ington, who allowed General Benjamin Lincolr: to
accept the sword of surrender.

North, heard the news, he gasped, "It is ali over!”
Indeed, he and other British leaders were soon
forced to resign. Britain's new leaders began to

' negotiate a peace treaty, which is discussed in the

‘nexi section,

SUMIEAR

£ Describe how Comnwallis was trapped.

CRITHCAL YIEWING How does the positioning
5&@‘@@[‘“5@@ ne %ﬁ gg@[? of the troops symbalize the British defeat?
: i F ENsEEUHes WERLlE

KEY QUEZTION How were the Americans able to
- defeat the British?

_ Y. their persistence, the Americans won independence even though they
faced many obstacles. As you have read, the American army lacked training
and experience. American soldiers served only for short periods of time.
ey often lacked proper supplies and weapons. In contrast, the British
:fOICes ranked among the best trained in the world. Yet the Americans had
'ﬂqvantages that had not been obvious at first; only as the war progressed did
7 Af)leriﬁan strengths become apparent. The chart on the next page sets these
_'Aflierican strengths against the weaknesses of the British.
5 “The British were defeated not only by the American army, but by civilians
Who kept the resistance alive. The British were not prepared for a popular
EF’I{_Sing‘ In Europe, only armies fought the wars, and civilians either fled or
rr_-r.‘_d.before advancing forces. In America, however, the British discovered that
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farge segments of the population were actively involved in a political cause,
Even if the British had succeeded in defeating an American army, they likely
would never have been able to conquer the American people.

Patriots fought for their lives, their
property, and their political ideals.

Many civilians actively supported the
Revolution. Patriots used many
techniques to rally popular support.
Rebellion broke out across the continent.

American generals learned from their
mistakes. Washington inspired loyaliy and
pairiotism in his roops.

France supplied money and iroops, France
and Spain weakened British forces by
expanding the war, The Dutch helpad carry
French mititary supplies to the Americans.

Americans fought close to home; the
militia made sure that the British could
not live off the land.

Although Americans had fewer troops,
local militia helped swell American forces.
Aftogether, 250,000 may have fought for
ihe Patriot cause.

How was it possible that American Patriots gained their
independence from the powerful British Empire?

The British and their Hessian
mercenaries fought merely for pay:

The British were unprepared for a
popular uptising. There was no wide-
spread support for the war in Britain.

British generals were overconfident
and clisunitad, their efforts often

uncoordinatad.

No allies. As more European

countries turned against Britain, the
British were forced to fight many
enemies.

Communication Orders from London might take months
and supplies

~ to reach America. The British were also
TN forced to transport food and supplies
' over 3,000 miles of ocean,

By 1781 the British army had around
54,000 troops fighting rebel forces.

- CRITL AL THIMEIMG Compare and Contrast Which strength do you think was most ‘mpartant
‘ to the American victory?

I
!
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Fond Farewatls In late 1783, the last British ships and troops left New
York City. As the American army disbanded, soldiers such as Joseph Plumb
- Martin of Connecticut had mixed emotions. Martin had enlisted in 1776,
at the age of 15. He experienced the temrible winter at Valley Forge and the

winning battle at Yorkiown. Many years later, he wrote about his last day

as a regular.

gea her as a family of
shared with each other the hardshigs,
t 1o a soidier’s lite; had sympathized with

C ARG now we

Ia hie farewell letter to his armies, George Washington wrote that the
"armv s endurance "through almost every possible cuffering and discourage-
‘ment for the space of eight long vears, was little shost of a standing miracle.”
‘Like Washington—and the British—American Patriots were astonished at
“their achievement.

. Explain how the Americans were able to defeat the British.

&% ONLINE QUIZ
Fer test practice, go {0

Section Assessment  Fortstprecice goto
] : tnteractive Review @ ClassZone.com
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TERRR: & RAMES KEY [DEAS

_Explain the importance of 3. Why didn't the British control of coastal cities bring
them victory in the South?

4. When and why did Congress form a new Southern
army?

5. How did the allies force the British to surrender?

; Batite of Charles Town
_Lord Cornwallis
Battle of Yorktown

USING YOUR READING MOTES

equence Complete the diagram to show the most CRITICAL THINIING

mportance events of this section. 6. Make Generalizations Does military superiority

always guarantee victory? Why or why not?

api ' (i Cp e i T 7. WHAT IF? What might have happened at Yorktown
3 without the aid of the French fleet?

British capture |
Gvannah 1778 Charles Town, 1780. !

British bﬁpture :
Georgia. : ' 9. :

British defeat at Yorkiown. As North, write a letter to
your king ‘explaining the defeat.
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During the Revolution, American Pat
in a variety of ways. Why was popular support s

American victory?

riots supported the war effort
o important for the

THE YOUNG
ENLIST
Although the Continental
Army was not supposed to
enlist boys younger than
sixteen, recruiters did not
usually ask for proof of age.
In $act, teenage boys made
up a large proportion of the
army. Posters like this one
were designed fo persuade
young men to enlist.

RAIBING THE

I Americans imagined liberty as a
tree grown from a seed planted

L by the early colonists. Many
American communities had a
liberty tree {or pole) in the center
of town that served as a meeting
spot where Patriots rallied
supporters and exchanged news.

& L

: H £ .
B8 BB o hoenemies OF O
May they have cobweb preeches,
a pOTCUPINE saddle, a hart

trotring BOISE and A

journey!’

¢ country!

n eternal

I

May the enemies of
America be degtitute of
{lacking in) beel and

claret {wine) j 5

Patriots raised their spirits
by laughing at the enemy.




FKTREGZ?“? SOET
illis Wheatley, the first African-
rican wwriter to achieve fame,
ii¢ a poet who supported the
S-riot cause. During the war,
ihington invited her Lo his
uarters after she sent him a
that ended with this verse:

"Proveed, great chief
with virtue on thy side,
Thy eu'ry ackiin

et the Jﬁaﬁé'éjﬁﬁ ga{wﬁ,

A LU, A THAMSIH,
wiid 6 thiove that stiie,
With Jq’ofd uﬁﬁﬂ’f@,
washington be thene”

o [ it

ften coded,
in case letters fell into enemy
kands. One kind of secret
message did not lool like a
code at all, but lay hidden
in an innocent-looking letter
fike the one shown here. By
cutting the right shape cut of
znother piece of paper and
laying it on top of the letter,
the secret message would be
revealed.

Decode a secrel message:

%] In the middle of a sheet of péper, cut out
a triangle with these dimensions:
Base: 6 cm; Height: 4 ¢m; Sides: 5 cm.

E_? Place the sheet over the message below. Align
the base of the triangle with the blue line below
the message. Then slide the sheet slowly from
left to right until you find the secret message.

. may have told you the secret news by this time. But, if you
have not heard, the message is that the city of New York will be
attacked by some Americans and French, who are growing bolider
' =re at this moment moving their armies there. They
ot iake their armies to the south in attack British forces there
hecause my Lord Cornwallis, wha is ai Yorktown, is not 2 ihreat.
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